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Too ma|p ¥ifetii^s
Our violent entertainment is creating violent ctilldren

'henIwo-yearflld jftmesBulger wai
itolenfrom his mother«nd brutally
kUfldby iwo lO^year-old boys.

I Ttit'OrBl Queilicn thaic^d«s toin^y
j peo; '̂itnindscoac:ertistt»€'reaswith«

bC9ikUfed(he youngster.'
Snfortanatety, inuchofibeUOnking and

evolved m(d superflclia] specula-
tkWtMt failedto pa^ proper attentioa 10
lbe-|HwlDg probleni^ ^lencs lii(be
enlwalnment media and In theareet
aiTd ihe Itnk beiWeeti Ihem.

' iMunu out th&l at least ond&rtbe Id-
yeu-iUdsp.robablir.Mw a movie c^led
Qiil^jf plij IlL Very possibly hewatched
a>^.Hunibei'0{tiie Hun&eds'orhorroraad
pd^grapbicVideois hisfath^brought
hooe.

ATi^bugh the oewspapers are caUiog
C&Sfs Play|[l &h "aduU'* rdorie(because
it *r&s ratied foradults only}, Ciiilds Play
lU^ co-produced by Hanna-Barbera.the
praducersofFredFiinuione and other
children's oartootu.

Tbe'ateiy Ube'lovolv^ a doU and' Us

Cm
maincharacters are children.Junkers of
horror mo*l85^lunlWjiate that"today's
successful horrorfllnj needs to grasp an
audienceaged 10to 24 tn order to break
intoprofita-"

Tbia is^rue of any number of horror
moviesrated for.adu]td biutargeted to
childrra. Tbia put Kajloween.'costuroei
depicting"Jajon,'' the'goalle-maakedaer-
ialkillerfroin.Fridayth«l3th.wet«8cIdfor children age's 3and up—complBt»'' --
with Theal deaier . •

Fridaythe 13thwasnot rated as mitable
eDtertajnnient for toddlers, yet these ehll-.

' dfen are obviously considered a market-
forthe raoT '̂s message cfgor? icdtofbr,

Chad'sPlay HI featores a doll (ChuckyI .
which comes to life^ asmail child. -
Chuckyetnanates"eviranditisd«af •

, thai be must-be destroyed. Teenagers '
accostCbuciy"disguised"as a toddler,
toss blue patni on him. beat him ajid throw
him a railroadtrack tobesliced Inhalf
byatnin.

Inreal-life Liverpool. Itvo IQ-year-old
boys stealJames DuJger. threw blue paint
onhim.beathiradeaid andlayhis bctle

body onthe railroad track tobesliced In '
haifby the train.

TheAmericanPsychological Association,
ajamed at the influence 0/mediavsolence
oa the tivejj olyowth. reported that 40
years ofstudies ha?eproduced consistent

:"Tecfmology hasJump^.,
over th^ co'rriCTiofvsense
wisdom buill Into rating •
Scherros which stale mm
certain movies ar© not safe
for children." .

findings.- "Televisioa and cthermediacot-
tributeto children's andyouth's infrohe-
ineotwith Tlolence, as aggressors, ticgmi,
«ad bystander* who supportviolence "

Indeed: ofS5 major studies examining
whether there was a relatiansbip between
television violence andincreased aggres
sion fa children. G4 ofthem coaftrrned the

Jink. The <me:iiu dj- n^ikh fbimd ."bo evl»•
dence'wasftmdecbyNBC. ' . .
-The sad fact is thatchildren.who are- -

lieglBcled aremosfaffected by the "
Jmages which theenterrainmeat iudostrs
pumpi.at^m.

i Preteridinjlhat the solution toHol^'
♦DtertajniheBt js that moraj and dat^-
Should iual jwlic^wh^Jheii childrea - •
wakh dbesitothing tobelp those cbadien
whos«inom»and dadsand'bfb4ters"and :
^ters torroent them. Exposed to-frightei^
ingfioagei on televisionor in a horror- - -
mowe. these troubled children willBnd•
waytov^nt tbeirtorrpect:.'.
. Expecting mom and dad.to'poGoe their-'
childra isa soppymiddte-claw soliflioa.:

•This solution"didDotbiagtofaeipthe 16-
year-cid boyswboacted thelrlraiinja on "
the bodf of«r innocenttoddJer. ti did
nothing toprotectthe two-year-old wh*
wasstolenfromhis motherand who never
watched Child'sPlayI or IIor ITL

lt.lS4iot good enough tore]y onold laws
coMtrocied io a time when movie^wero
only snovt'n Inbigtheatresfarawdv>om
the familykitchen.

Today's quotft
•* Expecting nwrij and dad'io
police their children {and what
rtiey wa:ch) is3soppy mkfci'e-
cfass solution."

Patiicfa Herdman

faUidaHenir.
non, d CMlpli-
basedoonvuter :
nyuuZtonj; ia

jmrin^ahoolt
about fieaiin^ '

on irrespon-
•Aleenteriatn' •
>noiibvtuttry. ;

:: "Twhiwlogyl^ lumped over the coBh
mon-sensewisdombutlt-imo rating
ichemea which slatetbalcerlalamoviu

. arenotsafeforchildretL
, ^^'^^"dthexoni^t^rnbwseive'ife •
una^s gjori^ing deathaiid tortur«and--
mutilatton togrowingminds. IsthishdraCivilized sccietytffiaU rta ywng? ; j .

.• _.Ia INI-, there were Bre CanadlascW-' •
underJ2wbowereaccused ofmiir.-. der.We ^ust didn't feature them ohthe '*

trontpBg% dfournewspapers because
nammgihemwotiW violate Cai^iaflw.

IttetimBtharwB.recognirethe-wrte^ =laJnm^ jodu^ for what It isVahtadia-
iry.Only.thl&ladusirjrdepends'ontbft
marti5i.»haro-/>frte mind and themost ., prt-RtahJe minds arethose which haveuot
yetdeveloped adult'sjensibillL^••

It$ Ume reguIaiioaaVere put ill p&ce "•
toprotectchfldren from thetelevtsual - '
^se ofanindustry concarBed 6njy with
i^ri^ht U5 maie aproBt. tfwe turfi bwm;.
troiB the horron.and cruelty embedded bi

ofcoday's entertainmentprod- •.
-^cts. it willbe.busine^ u usual'

Arrf. is itfoi, ibere rllfbeVicttmi.


